
Date: January 7, 2021

Hayden Community -

On Wednesday, we had School of Faith and celebrated mass with our staff. From the
gospel reading of Mark (6:50):  “Take courage, it is I, do not be afraid!” Jesus used
Wednesday’s gospel to provide us with a sense of peace as we embark on the spring
semester.

It was wonderful to see everyone back after the Christmas holiday. The building is full of
energy and excitement. The seniors are beginning their final semester, students are
experiencing new classes and new teachers, and winter activities are back in action.

We would like to remind students we will celebrate all school mass next Wednesday,
January 12. Parents are welcome to join us in the gymnasium at 10:00.

The Honoring our Tradition - Investing in our Future stewardship campaign continues to
be a great success and is currently at $1,795,570.  We are very close to the “Challenge”
goal of $2.0 million. Thank you for all your prayers and support during this campaign. For
more information or to donate, please visit the campaign website.

Hayden Highlights

COVID Update

As you are all aware, the Topeka community has a high level of Omicron transmission.
At this time the number of Hayden students we have impacted by either isolation or
quarantine is less than 5%. We are leaving mask wearing voluntary and ask families to
consider wearing masks, especially if your student is unvaccinated or has been
vaccinated more than 6 months ago as they would be impacted the most by quarantine
mandates. We will look at mandating masks if our number of students impacted either by
isolation or quarantine hits 10%.

Most importantly if you need any COVID related assistance/guidance please notify
James Sandstrom as he is the Hayden contact for COVID-19 issues.

The Hayden Administration and other district leaders met with the Shawnee County
Health Department earlier this week. We want to share the information we received from
the county.

Updated guidelines:
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● The timeline for home isolation and quarantine has been decreased from ten days
to five days

● A mask must be worn for an additional five days after home isolation and
quarantine, if a student plans to return to school after the 5 day quarantine

● Quarantine exemption is only provided to those with a recent infection (90 days or
less)

● To receive a quarantine exemption, an individual must be recently vaccinated or
boosted within the last 6 months

● Those who qualify for a quarantine exemption must wear a mask for ten days

The symptoms of the Omicron variant are very similar to the common cold, including
runny nose, head congestion, fatigue, sore/scratchy throat, etc. Please keep this in mind
when sending your child to school. We recommend contacting your primary care
physician for guidance. Masks should be worn if you are experiencing symptoms of a
cold. If a student is asked by a teacher to wear a mask due to coughing, sneezing, etc.
we would appreciate the students being respectful of the request.

Again, if you have any questions regarding COVID, please contact me, James Sandstrom,
(sandstromj@haydencatholic.net).

God bless,

Mr. James Sandstrom and Mrs. Shelly Buhler
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